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Bulletin !

An informal look at life in this part of France and a selection of things to
see and do.

Thought for the month:

It does not matter how slowly you go

as long as you do not stop
Confucius

Here are some vide-greniers (v-g), vide-maisons & brocantes in this area, but double-
check beforehand, if possible, at www.brocabrac.fr in case of any last-minute cancellations
[‘53” =area; +=number of stalls expected]:

Sun. 2™ Andouillé (53) v-g & Marché du Printemps (Spring Market) in the
Salle des Fétes, rue Emmanuel Dufourd, 9h-17h, £70.
Food & drink available on site.

“ Dinard (35) Brocante de Dinard in Place du Marché, Place
Crolard, 9h-17h, £70
“ Rennes (35) brocante ‘The Retro Market Vintage’ in Halle

Martentot, Place des Lices, 9h-18h. 2,50€ entry. Food
available on site. +£70

Sun. 16™ Bellou-en-Houlme (61) v-g / brocante at La Chevalerie, +150

Vide-maisons (house clearances)

Sat. 1% Laval (53) v-garage / v-maison at 6 rue de la Bourdais-
Durocher, 10h-18h

W/e 13/2™  Champéon (53) at 4 rue de la Poste, 10h-18h

Sun. 2™ La Ferté-Macé (61) at 19 route du Bagnoles, 10h-17h30

Tues. 4" St. Hilaire du vide appartement at 3 Residence Beauséjour,
Harcouét (61) 9h-16h

70/ 8" /9" Le Pas (53) at 1¢Aille Verte, 10h-17h

Sun. 9" La Ferté-Macé (61) at 19 route du Bagnoles, 10h-17h30

Sun. 23" Meslay-du-Maine (53) at 6 Allée du Hameau, 9h-18h
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Eating out : La Taverne de la Paix

This restaurant / brasserie / hotel is located at 6-8, rue de la Victoire in La Ferté-Macé (61).
It is attached to the hotel of the same name, has a good menu and vegetarian options with
terraced seating in front for the summer months. For reservations: 02 33 14 11 36.

(Not visited by me yet, but hopefully the positive feedback is true!)

Pantomime: *Snow White’ (Blanche Neige)

The Fun Théatre’s third bilingual pantomime is Snow White (Blanche Neige). Bigger
than ever, with a huge cast of actors as well as dancers and musicians, it promises to be a
treat for adults and children alike. As well as all of the characters you might expect in this
well known story, there are some real surprises in store.

If you enjoyed Sleeping Beauty in 2019 or Cinderella in 2023, or even if you’ve never seen
one of their shows before, they promise to give you a great evening of fun and laughter.
Whatever your age or language, there are no barriers to enjoyment. Tickets are available
from the Maison de la Presse in Passais-la-Conception (61) or on-line via the link on our
web site: funtheatre.fr . Tickets: adults €8 and children €4. Shows are on Fri. 28" and Sat.
29™ at 19h45 (7.45pm) and on Sun. 30™ at 15h (3pm). Doors open 45 minutes earlier, with
refreshments from the bar before the show and during the interval.

Soirée “Back to the 80s”" — roller-skating evening

On Sat. 8" at 19h30: the club ‘Laval Roller’ is having a roller-skating evening at the
gymnase (gymnasium) Ambroise-Par¢ in Laval (53). The tickets for the skaters are 3€ and
the hire of the skates 2€. There is a possibility to reserve the skates (depending on
availability) by e-mail at laval53roller@gmail.com. Drinks and snacks available on site.

‘Color Run’ in Domfront (61)

On Sat. 29" from 17h30 to 19h30 there will be a choice of runs of either 1.7km or 3.4km
where the participants are dusted with coloured powder as they pass by! No timer, no
ranking, just fun and games! White clothing required! Tickets: 12€ (children: 6€). For
more info: color-run-domfront-en-poiraie-Ist-edition-flyer or ask at the Domfront
Tourist Office — 02 33 38 53 97 (www.ot-domfront.com).

Something for all the family — Musée de Jouet

This Museum of Toys at 32, rue de la Victoire in La Ferté-Macé (61) holds an important
collection of old and vintage toys dating from the mid-19th to the mid-20th century. Opened
in 1992, it has been open continually since then. There are also observation games for
children. It is open from 14h to 17h on Weds. & Sats. only during the school term and all
Wed. to Sats., during school holidays. Entry: adults from 16 yrs: 3€; ages 6 to 15s: 2€;
under 6s free. For more info, ask at the La Ferté-Macé Tourist Office (02 33 37 10 97).
There is wheelchair access and English is spoken.


http://funtheatre.fr/
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Exhibition of contemporary tapestry

Until 20™ March, this exposition de tapisserie contemporaine takes place at the Musée
Ecole de la Perrine at 10 Allée Adrien Bruneau in Laval (53). The artist’s work transports
us to the timelessness of the world woven over the years, of intertwined wool and linen.
Open from 11h to 12h30 & 14h30 to 17h30 (but closed on Mons., Tues., & Thurs.
afternoons). Free admission.

Semi-marathon de Laval (53)

On Sun. 9" from 9h, this 49" edition of the Laval semi-marathon has 2 runs:

At 9h, starting and finishing at I’Espace Mayenne, 2 rue Josephine Baker, Laval, a single
loop that takes in the valleys of the Mayenne & Ernée and crosses a bucolic countryside.
The course is hilly (280D+), the distance is certified by FFA officials. Refreshments or
sponges every 5 km. Pacemakers are provided.. Registration limited to 1,500 participants.

At 9h30 — ‘Les Foulées du Viaduc’: a 6km walk, starting and finishing at I’Espace
Mayenne. A single loop over a distance of 6km, which allows you to discover the Ferrié
district. Registration limited to 300 participants.

More info at the Laval Tourist Office: 02 43 49 46 46 (www.laval-tourisme.com)
“Fish & Chips & Rock 'n Roll” in Domfront (61)

Sat. 29™ at mid-day & evening at the Collége Jacques-Prévert, this fun event includes music
by Victor Dufour, Potlach and The Borderlines. Tickets: adults 15€, youngsters: 8€. For
details of how to get tickets, ask at the Domfront Tourist Office (02 33 38 53 97

Guided walk — ‘the 5 senses in the woods’

"Les 5 sens dans le bois’ - this guided walk (in French) is on Wed. 5" from 14h to 16h.
Meet at the Centre Initiation Nature, Bois de 1’Huisserie (Bldg A) in Laval (53). All
public are welcome and accompanied children from 6 yrs.

Our sight is essential to discover our environment but we sometimes forget that our other
senses are very useful and often under-used. We can discover the forest through small fun
sensory experiences. More info: 02 43 74 11 50 or at the Laval Tourist Office (02 43 49 46
46).

Exhibition: Entre terre et mer’ at the Chateau

Until 30™ March, the Chateau de Carrouges (61) presents a new exhibition in its programme
of Artists d’Ici (Artists from here): “Entre Terre et Mer — Dialogue Normand a
[’Aquarelle et a I’huile” (‘Between earth and sea — Norman dialogue with watercolour and
oil’) by 2 celebrated local artists, Jean-Pierre Gamard & Joél Buchery, with their different
techniques. Free entry during the Chateau opening hours: Chateau: 10h-12h30 & 14h-17h;
Parc: 10h-17h, daily. For more information: www.chateau-carrouges.fr, tel: 02 33 27 20
32.



Page 4 of 5
Entertainment & Concerts

Fri. 7™ at 20h30 in I’Espace Clair de Lune in Emée (53) : [’Ensemble Instrumental de
Mayenne with ‘Les Voix de [’Ocean (The Voice of the Ocean)

Sat. 15™ at 20h at ‘Le Quarante’, 40 rue du Britais, Laval (53): ‘Concert Printemps de
[’Orchestre Symphonique’ (Spring concert of the Symphony Orchestra). This orchestra is
an ensemble that explores a varied repertoire each season and offers the public rich and
accessible interpretations in a warm and creative atmosphere. Free. Reservations: 02 53 74
14 40 (www.agglo-laval.fr)

Sat. 15™ at 20h30 in the Salle des Fétes in Saint Denis-de-Gastines (53): [’Ensemble de
cuivres with le Choeur des Collines.

A new choir for children, opening in Gorron (53)

Until Thurs. 26™ June, 17h to 18h30 at the Ecole de Musique, rue Jacques-Prévert in Gorron,
a new choir is open for children ages between 7 and 11. The choir leader (chef de choeur)
Cédric Bousquet, will help the children to learn singing and vocal techniques. Possibly
shows may be performed at a later date. For more info, phone 02 30 05 10 51.

English films in this area:

There is going to be an English and Irish “film extravaganza” in March with all sorts of past
and present British / Irish films being shown in the cinemas of 53 département. The films
are in English with French subtitles. Here are a few. (The French titles are in brackets) :-

At the CinéMajestic in Ernée,:-

Thus. 6™: at 20h30  Bridget Jones — Mad About the Boy (Bridget Jones - Folle de Lui)
Mon. 17" at 20h30:  September Says (September & July)

Wed. 19" at 19h: Bird (Bird)

Thurs. 20™ at 20h30 The Angel’s Share (La Part des Anges)

Fri. 21* at 20h30: All Of Us Strangers (Sans jamais nous connaitre)

Sat. 22" at 20h30:  Boiling Point (The Chef)

At the Gorron cinema:

Sat. 15" at 20h30:  Pride

Fri. 21% at 20h: Girl

Sat. 22™ at 20h: Bird (Bird)

[For more info: www.lesrefletsducinema.com]
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Sport & Leisure Activities
Volley-Ball matches in Laval (53)

* Sun. 16™ at 15h (doors open at 14h): Laval vs St Avertin
* Sun. 30™ at 16h (doors open at 15h): Laval vs Chartres

- in the Sally Polyvalente, Place de Hercé in Laval. There will be catering on site. Tickets:
adults from 4€, children free. On-line ticketing: hello.asso. More info at www.laval-
volley-ball.asptt.com

Randonnée nocturne (‘Randonnée Full Moon’)

On Fri. 14" from 19h to 22h, departing from the Tourist Office in Bagnoles de I’Orne (61).

The sun sets. The moon rises. The night takes away the day and awakens the legends of the
forét d’Andaine (Andaine forest). Two points of light between two trees — deer, fox or
fairy? Walk silently to the sound of the forest. A headlamp and yellow vest will be
provided. Wear stout shoes and take a bottle of water. Tickets 12€; disabled, students and
unemployed 10€; children 9€, available from the Bagnoles Tourist Office (www.
bagnolesdelorne.com). Reservation required before 11h on the day.

Randonnée du lundi (Monday walk) in Domfront (61)

Mon. 24™, 14h to 17h, organised by [’Association des Randonneurs de Domfront. Depart
from the Salle André Rocton car park at 14h. Free, but 1€ may be requested from non-
members.

And finally:

The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves the
skin.

* * * * * * * *

That’s all for this month. There seem to be a great deal of outside activities already —
perhaps we will have some good weather to help us enjoy them!

Judy Skinner

e-mail: judithsk@free.fr


mailto:judithsk@free.fr
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Events by the day (not including vide-greniers)
February 2024

Date Event Location Page
Wed. * Org 1 Ba ne 4



